Service of the Word – The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
August 2, 2020
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Roanoke, VA
PRELUDE: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service – Chuck Marohnic
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen
Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.
Amen
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GATHERING SONG: Praise and Thanksgiving

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a
hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-5
A reading from Isaiah.
1

Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
2
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
3
Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
4
See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
5
See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
8
The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9
LORD, you are good to all,
and your compassion is over all your works.
14
The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down.
15
The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD,
and you give them their food in due season.
16
You open wide your hand
and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
17
You are righteous in all your ways
and loving in all your works.
18
You are near to all who call upon you,
to all who call upon you faithfully.
19
You fulfill the desire of those who fear you;
you hear their cry and save them.
20
You watch over all those who love you,
but all the wicked you shall destroy.
21
My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD;
let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.
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SECOND READING: Romans 9:1-5
A reading from Romans.
1

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit—2I have great sorrow
and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of
my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the
covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according
to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew: 14:13-21
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14th chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.
13

Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place
by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a
great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and
said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and
buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17They replied,
“We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the
crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke
the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and
they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about five thousand
men, besides women and children.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

(The service continues with the Hymn of the Day on the next page.)
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Break Now the Bread of Life

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough. May your church trust that what you bless
and ask us to share with the world is abundantly sufficient. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect this abundance for the well-being of all.
Reverse the damage we have caused your creation. Replenish ground water supplies, provide needed rains in places of
drought, and protect forests from wildfires. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting everyone to abundant life. Bring the prophetic
vision to fullness, that all nations will run to you and that nations who do not know you will find their joy in you. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish of tender hearts who cry to you in
suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring wholeness and healing to those who suffer in body, heart, soul, and mind.
This week we pray for those who are ill, hospitalized, having surgery or recovering: Christie Scott, Claudia Johnson and
Charlotte Scholz. We pray for all those we name before you now…. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give our congregation such a welcoming heart, that our words and actions may
extend your free and abundant hospitality to all whom we encounter. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring us with all your saints to the heavenly banquet. We
remember with love and thanksgiving the saints we have known. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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ANTHEM: O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts
Sarah Kress, soloist
O Jesus, joy of loving hearts,
the fount of life, the light of all:
from ev’ry bliss that earth imparts
we turn, unfilled, to hear your call.

We taste you, ever-living bread,
and long to feast upon you still;
we drink of you, the fountainhead;
our thirsting souls from you we fill.

O Jesus, ever with us stay!
Make all our moments fair and bright!
Oh, chase the night of sin away!
Shed o’er the world your holy light.
- attr. Bernard of Clairvaux,
tr. by Ray Palmer

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.
O God of justice and love,
we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever.
Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

PRAYER FOR OUR TIME
Let us pray.
God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we continue to face uncertainties around
coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom,
patience, and clarity to health care workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at great risk. Guide us and
our leaders as we consider how best to continue to respond in our families, congregations, workplaces, and communities.
Be with us in these days when gathering together as often as we would like is not possible. When we must be apart for
reasons of safety, we trust that you surround us with your sheltering wings. Encourage us in connecting as we are able,
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reaching out to our neighbors in need and being persistent in prayer. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but
with compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

BLESSING
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen
(The service concludes with the Sending Song on the next page.)
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SENDING SONG: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
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Liturgical texts reprinted by permission, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License SAS003958.
Praise and Thanksgiving – text: Albert Bayly; music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic melody. Text © Oxford University Press; arr. ©
2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission, ONE LICENSE, License #A-729546.
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture readings are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright
© 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved worldwide.
Psalm 145 is reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
Break Now the Bread of Life – text: Mary Lathbury; music: BREAD OF LIFE, William Sherwin.
“Prayer for Our Time” is from Prayers for Times of Public Health Concern: COVID-19/Coronavirus,
© 2020 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service – text: Albert Bayly; music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, 1844, arr.
Selected Hymns, 1985. Text © 1965 Oxford University Press; arr. © 1985 Augsburg Fortress. Used by
permission, ONE LICENSE, License #A-729546.
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