Service of the Word – The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 16, 2020
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Roanoke, VA
PRELUDE: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy – arr. Aaron David Miller
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen
Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.
Amen
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GATHERING SONG: In Christ There Is No East or West

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love
the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen

FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
A reading from Isaiah.
1

Thus says the LORD:
Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come,
and my deliverance be revealed.
6

And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,
to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,
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and to be his servants,
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it,
and hold fast my covenant—
7
these I will bring to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.
8
Thus says the Lord GOD,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel,
I will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 67
1
May God be merciful to us and bless us;
may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
2
Let your way be known upon earth,
your saving health among all nations.
3
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
4
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.
5
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
6
The earth has brought forth its increase;
God, our own God, has blessed us.
7
May God give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
A reading from Romans.
Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a
member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.
29

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now
received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to
you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Matthew: 15:21-28
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 15th chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.
21

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite woman from that region
came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he
did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.”
24
He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying,
“Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes,
Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is
your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

(The service continues with the Hymn of the Day on the next page.)
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HYMN OF THE DAY: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
Lord, you gather the church to be part of your mission as ambassadors of Jesus Christ. As Jesus acknowledged the great
faith of a woman from outside his people, help your church discover and find blessing in the faith of people we might
reject. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You have blessed us with the bounty of the earth. Grant your grace to all your creatures, that the earth will flourish.
Relieve waters choked by garbage, renew soils stripped of nutrients, and refresh the air all creatures need to live. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You call the nations to be glad and sing for joy. Let your way be known among all the nations of the world, now divided
by competing interests, contending alliances, and consumed by enormous worry. Bless us and make your face shine upon
all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You show unexpected mercy, kindness, and generosity. We pray for those who do not have enough, for outcasts in our
villages, cities, and town, and for those who need your healing. We pray for all those who are ill, hospitalized, having
surgery or recovering: Claire Blake, Russel & Nancy Dyer, and Christie Scott. We pray for all those who are grieving
the death of a loved one: the family of Wanda Wills. We pray for all those we name before you now… Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
In you we live and move and have our being. Grant St. Mark’s grace to find our life refreshed in you. Accompany us in
the rhythms of late summer. Give us rest and renewal, and strengthen us for mission in your name. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Your eternal promises are more than we could ever imagine. As you gather all the saints, especially Wanda Wills, join us
also with them on the great day of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

6

ANTHEM: Thy Holy Wings
Brynn Scozzari, soloist
Thy holy wings, O Savior, spread gently over me,
and let me rest securely through good and ill in thee.
Oh, be my strength and portion, my rock and hiding place,
and let my every moment be lived within thy grace.
Oh, let me nestle near thee, within thy downy breast
where I will find sweet comfort and peace within thy nest.
Oh, close thy wings around me and keep me safely there,
for I am but a newborn and need thy tender care.
Oh, wash me in the waters of Noah’s cleansing flood.
Give me a willing spirit, a heart both clean and good.
Oh, take into thy keeping thy children great and small,
and while we sweetly slumber, enfold us one and all.
- Caroline Sandell Berg, sts. 1,3; Gracia Grindal, st. 2

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.
O God of justice and love,
we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever.
Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

PRAYER FOR OUR TIME
Let us pray.
God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we continue to face uncertainties around
coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom,
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patience, and clarity to health care workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at great risk. Guide us and
our leaders as we consider how best to continue to respond in our families, congregations, workplaces, and communities.
Be with us in these days when gathering together as often as we would like is not possible. When we must be apart for
reasons of safety, we trust that you surround us with your sheltering wings. Encourage us in connecting as we are able,
reaching out to our neighbors in need and being persistent in prayer. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but
with compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

BLESSING
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen
(The service concludes with the Sending Song on the next page.)
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SENDING SONG: Creating God, Your Fingers Trace
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Liturgical texts reprinted by permission, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License SAS003958.
In Christ There Is No East or West – text: John Oxenham; music: MCKEE, African American spiritual,
arr. Harry T. Burleigh.
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture readings are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright
© 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved worldwide.
Psalm 67 is reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy– text: Frederick Faber; music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American.
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Text © 1979 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company; arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by
permission, ONE LICENSE, License #A-729546.
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