Service of the Word – The First Sunday of Christmas
December 27, 2020
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Roanoke, VA
PRELUDE: O Little Town of Bethlehem – arr. Chip Davis
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING SONG: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy,
let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:10-62:3
A reading from Isaiah.
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I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
2
The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will give.
3
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
62:1

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM: In the Bleak Midwinter – Gustav Holst
Brynn Scozzari and Evan Odson
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
in the bleak midwinter, long ago.

Heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;
heav’n and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign;
in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed
the Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ.

What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him- give my heart.
- text by Christina Rossetti
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SECOND READING: Galatians 4:4-7
A reading from Galatians.
4

When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those
who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also
an heir, through God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40
The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.
22

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as
holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves
or two young pigeons.”
25
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and
praised God, saying,
29
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
30
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”
33
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and
said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
36
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived
with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but
worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY: In His Temple Now Behold Him
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church across nations, denominations, and traditions. Fill
us with wisdom and unify our proclamation of your forgiveness and mercy. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
All creation is holy to you, O God. You cause the earth to bring forth its shoots and gardens to spring up. Protect
hibernating animals and frozen lands that wait earnestly for longer days of awakening and growth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and praise to spring forth, inspiring leaders to serve
with compassion and integrity. Send your spirit of discernment upon legislators grappling with complex decisions for the
sake of the common good. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to hearts that race with fear, hearts that break with grief,
and hearts that long for wholeness. We pray this week for those who are ill, hospitalized, having surgery, or recovering:
Darrell Hayes and Christie Scott. We pray for those who are grieving the death of a loved one: Anna Dyer and family.
We pray for those who are struggling from COVID-related isolation: Betty Shepherd. We pray for those who are
struggling as caregivers for their loved ones: Stacey Hayes. We pray for all those we name before you now… Reveal
your power to heal and to save. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Adopt us into your family, O God. Bless our elders with the peace and joy of Simeon and Anna. Strengthen those who
have retired, those who work in older age, and those in need of income, food, company, or health care. Connect young and
old across generations. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Let us depart in peace, O God, according to your word. For John, apostle and evangelist, and all your saints, we give you
thanks. Prepare our salvation in the sight of all your witnesses of every time and place. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.
O God of justice and love,
we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever.
Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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PRAYER FOR OUR TIME
Let us pray.
God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we continue to face uncertainties around
coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom,
patience, and clarity to health care workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at great risk. Guide us and
our leaders as we consider how best to continue to respond in our families, congregations, workplaces, and communities.
Be with us in these days when gathering together as often as we would like is not possible. When we must be apart for
reasons of safety, we trust that you surround us with your sheltering wings. Encourage us in connecting as we are able,
reaching out to our neighbors in need and being persistent in prayer. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but
with compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
BLESSING
Almighty God,
who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary,
proclaimed joy through the angels,
sent the shepherds with good news,
and led the magi by a star,
bless you this day + through the Word made flesh.
Amen
(The service concludes with the Sending Song on the next page.)
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SENDING SONG: Go, Tell It on the Mountain

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

Liturgical texts reprinted by permission, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License SAS003958.
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice – text: Medieval Latin carol, tr. John Mason Neale; music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German
carol, 14th cent. arr. Robert Pearsall.
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture readings are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright
© 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved worldwide.
In His Temple Now Behold Him – text: Henry J. Pye, music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart.
“Prayer for Our Time” is from Prayers for Times of Public Health Concern: COVID-19/Coronavirus,
© 2020 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Go, Tell It on the Mountain – text: refrain from African-American spiritual, stanzas by John W. Work, Jr., alt; music:
GO TELL IT, African-American spiritual.
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