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Service of the Word – The Baptism of Our Lord 
January 10, 2021 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Roanoke, VA 

 

PRELUDE: Crashing Waters at Creation – arr. David McCarthy 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING SONG: Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray. 

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and 

transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5 

A reading from Genesis. 

 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the 

face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 

was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light 

Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM: Die Könige (The Kings)– Peter Cornelius 
Evan Odson, soloist 

Drei Könige wandern aus Morgenland; 

Ein Sternlein führt sie zum Jordanstrand. 

In Juda fragen und forschen die drei, 

Wo der neugeborene König sei? 

Sie wollen Weihrauch, Myrrhen und Gold 

Dem Kinde spenden zum Opfersold. 

 

Und hell erglänzet des Sternes Schein: 

Zum Stalle gehen die Kön'ge ein; 

Das Knäblein schaun sie wonniglich, 

Anbetend neigen die Könige sich; 

Sie bringen Weihrauch, Myrrhen und Gold 

Zum Opfer dar dem Knäblein hold. 

 

O Menschenkind! halte treulich Schritt! 

Die Kön'ge wandern, o wandre mit! 

Der Stern der Liebe, der Gnade Stern 

Erhelle dein Ziel, so du suchst den Herrn, 

Und fehlen Weihrauch, Myrrhen und Gold, 

Schenke dein Herz dem Knäblein hold! 

Three kings journey from the East, 

A little star leads them to Jordan's banks, 

In Judaea the three of them seek and inquire 

Where the new-born king might be. 

They wish to make offerings to the child: 

Gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

 

And brightly shines the light of the star. 

The three kings enter the stable, 

They gaze in rapture at the child, 

Bowing low in adoration, 

Gold, frankincense and myrrh 

They bring to the child as offering. 

 

O child of man! Follow them faithfully, 

The kings are journeying, O journey too! 

Let the star of love, the star of grace, 

Light your way as you seek the Lord, 

And if you lack frankincense, myrrh and gold, 

Give your heart to that sweet child! 
 

- text by Peter Cornelius, tr. by Richard Stokes 

 

SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7 

A reading from Acts. 

 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some 

disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have 

not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into 

John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who 

was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul 

had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there 

were about twelve of them. 

 

The word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11 

The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And 

people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by 

him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 

waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am 

not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit.” 

 

  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was 

coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice 

came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Crashing Waters at Creation 
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

 

You have made public profession of your faith. 

Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

that through water and the Holy Spirit 

you give us new birth, 

cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 

Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 

the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need. 

 

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they proclaim the forgiveness of sins, 

let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
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For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s goodness is revealed through 

creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and for peacemakers amid strife, that 

God inspire all people to use their strength wisely. We pray especially this week for our nation. Grant wisdom to our 

elected leaders that they may lay aside desires for power and work for genuine peace, reconciliation and justice. let us 

pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show them mercy, for the lonely and 

those who provide companionship, for all who suffer, that God shower compassion. We pray this week for those who are 

ill, hospitalized, having surgery, or recovering: Christie Scott and Maggie Nelson. We pray for those who are grieving 

the death of a loved one: Ivan Ritter and his family, the Hatcher family, Pam & David Deel and Charlotte Scholz. 

We pray for all those we name before you now. let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their witness inspire us in our baptismal 

vocations, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

PEACE  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray.  

O God of justice and love,  

we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.  

Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,  

and at the end bring all the world to your feast;  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory forever. 

Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

 

PRAYER FOR OUR TIME 

Let us pray.  

God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we continue to face uncertainties around 

coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom, 

patience, and clarity to health care workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at great risk. Guide us and 

our leaders as we consider how best to continue to respond in our families, congregations, workplaces, and communities. 

Be with us in these days when gathering together as often as we would like is not possible. When we must be apart for 

reasons of safety, we trust that you surround us with your sheltering wings. Encourage us in connecting as we are able, 

reaching out to our neighbors in need and being persistent in prayer. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but 

with compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

 

BLESSING  

The God of glory dwell in you richly, 

name you beloved, 

and shine brightly on your path; 

and the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you always. 

Amen 

(The service concludes with the Sending Song on the next page.)  
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SENDING SONG: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Liturgical texts reprinted by permission, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License SAS003958. 

Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized – text: F. Bland Tucker; music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman. 

Text © 1985 The Church Pension Fund, used by permission, ONE LICENSE, License #A-729546. 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture readings are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright  

© 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved worldwide. 

Crashing Waters at Creating – text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, music: STUTTGART, attr. Christian Witt, adapt. Henry Gauntlett.  

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., used by permission, ONE LICENSE, License #A-729546. 

“Prayer for Our Time” is from Prayers for Times of Public Health Concern: COVID-19/Coronavirus,  

© 2020 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise – text: Christopher Wordsworth; music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, arr. J. S. Bach. 


