Service of Holy Communion — The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 3, 2021
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Roanoke, VA

PRELUDE: God, When Human Bonds Are Broken — arr. Malcolm Archer

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING SONG: For the Beauty of the Earth
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For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,

For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
For each  per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
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for the love which from our birth o -ver and a-round wus lies:
hill and wvale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo-ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  ecarth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly givn:
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac-m-fice of praise.
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.
Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form us for life that is
faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may reflect the image of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:18-24
L A reading from Genesis.

8The LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.”
1950 out of the ground the LorD God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought
them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its
name. 2°The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the
man there was not found a helper as his partner. 2!So the LorRD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man,
and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the Lorp God had
taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 2*Then the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman,
for out of Man this one was taken.”
24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12
L A reading from Hebrews.

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has
spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is
the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his
powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
*having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
Z5Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. ®But someone has
testified somewhere,
“What are human beings that you are mindful of them,
or mortals, that you care for them?
"You have made them for a little while lower than the angels;
you have crowned them with glory and honor,
8subjecting all things under their feet.”
Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not yet see
everything in subjection to them,’but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels,
now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste
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death for everyone.
101t was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory,
should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. *For the one who sanctifies and those
who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters,
2saying,
“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters,
in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Mark 10:2-16
P The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 10" chapter
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

2Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”” *He answered
them, “What did Moses command you?” *They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal
and to divorce her.” °But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment
for you. ®But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.” "*For this reason a man shall
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are no
longer two, but one flesh. *Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”

Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 1*He said to them, “Whoever divorces
his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; *2and if she divorces her husband and marries
another, she commits adultery.”

13people were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke
sternly to them. *But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to
me; do not stop them:; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. **Truly I tell you, whoever
does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” **And he took them up in his arms, laid
his hands on them, and blessed them.

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY : God, When Human Bonds Are Broken
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1 God, when hu-man bonds are bro-ken and we lack the love or skill
2 'Through that still-ness, with your Spir-it come in - to our world of stress,
3 You in us are bruised and bro-ken: hear us as we seek re - lease
4 Send us, God of new be - gin-nings, hum-bly hope-ful in - to life.
5 Give us faith to  be more faith-ful, give us hope to be more true,
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to  re - store the hope of heal -ing, give us grace and make us  still.
for the sake of Christfor-giv -ing all the fail-ures we con - fess.
from the pain of ear - lier liv - ing; set wus free and grant us peace.
Use us as a means of bless-ing: make us stron-ger, give us faith.
give us love to on learn-ing: God, en-cour-age and re - new!
rl _
= I:I ID -IP— ; IP = D
P — | P u
R S S T ]

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition concludes:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We share the peace from our pews, saying “Peace be with you.”

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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The presiding minister continues, concluding:
P we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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pow-er and might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho-
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name of the Lord. Ho -san - na in the high - est.

The Eucharistic Prayer continues, concluding:

P to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

C Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray

C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

We come forward to receive communion at the chancel steps.



POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

BLESSING
L Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
C Amen

The service continues with the Sending Song on the next page.



SENDING SONG: Day by Day
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1 Day by day, your mer-cies, Lord, at - tend me, bring - ing com - fort
2 Day by day, I know you will pro - vide me strength to serve and
3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me when my bur - dens
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to my anx-ious soul. Day by day, the bless-ings,Lord, you send me
wis-dom to o - bey; I will seek your lov-ing will to guide me
grow too great to bear;  oh, what joy to know that you will hear me
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draw me near - er to my heav'n-ly goal. Love di-vine, be-yond all
o’er the paths 1 strug-gle day by day. I will fear no e - vil
when [ come, O Lord, to you in prayer. Day by day, no mat - ter
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mor -tal mea-sure, brings to naught the bur-dens of my quest; Sav-ior,
of the mor -row, I  will trust in your en-dur-ing grace. Sav-ior,
what be - tide me, you will hold me ev-er in your hand. Sav-ior,
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lead me to the home 1 trea-sure, where at last I'll find e - ter-nal rest.

help me bear life’s pain and sor-row tll in glo -ry 1 be-hold your face.
with your pres-ence here to guide me, [ will reach at last the prom-ised land.
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace, loving God and loving your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God in memory of Sidney Miller.

Liturgical texts reprinted by permission, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License SAS003958.
For the Beauty of the Earth — text: Folliott S. Pierpoint; music: Dix, Conrad Kocher.
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture readings are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright

© 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved worldwide.

God, When Human Bonds Are Broken — text: Fred Kaan; music: MERTON, William H. Monk. Text © 1989 Hope
Publishing Company. Used by permission, ONE LICENSE, License #A-729546.

Day by Day — text: Carolina Sandell Berg, tr. Robert Leaf; music: BLOTT EN DAG, Oskar Ahnfelt. Text © 1992 Augsburg
Fortress. Used by permission, ONE LICENSE, License #A-729546.



