Service of Holy Communion — The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
October 10, 2021
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Roanoke, VA

It is easier for a camel to fit
through the eye of a needle..

PRELUDE:

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS



GATHERING SONG: Lord of Light
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1 Lord of Ilight, your name out - shin -ing all the  stars and
2 By the toil of faith - ful  work - ers in some far out -
3 Grant that knowl-edge, still in - creas-ing, at your feet may
4 By the prayers of faith - ful  watch-ers, nev - er si - lent
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suns of  space, use our tal - ents in your king-dom
ly ing field, by the «cour - age  where the ra - diance
low - ly kneel; with your grace our tr1i - umphs hal - low,
day or night; by the cross of Je - sus, bring-ing
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as the ser - vants of your grace; use us to ful -
of the Cross is still re - vealed, by the vic - to -
with your char - i ty our zeal; lift the na - tions
peace to all and  heal - ing light; by the love that
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fill your pur - pose in the  gift of Christ your Son.
ries of meek - ness, through re - proach and suf - f’ring won:
from the shad - ows to the  glad - ness of the  sun:
pass - es knowl-edge, mak - ing  all your chil - dren one:
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Fa - ther, as in  high-est heav-en, so on earth your will be done.
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking what lies behind and reaching
out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting
joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen

FIRST READING: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15
L A reading from Amos.

®Seek the LORD and live, or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, and it will devour Bethel,
with no one to quench it. “Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, and bring righteousness to the ground!

9They hate the one who reproves in the gate, and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 1*Therefore
because you trample on the poor and take from them levies of grain, you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not live in them; you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine.

2For 1 know how many are your transgressions, and how great are your sins—you who afflict the righteous,
who take a bribe, and push aside the needy in the gate. *Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time;
for it is an evil time.

145eek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the LoRD, the God of hosts, will be with you, just as you
have said. °Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the LoRD, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 4:12-16

L A reading from Hebrews.

2Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul
from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. **And before him no
creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.

14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us
hold fast to our confession. °For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. ®Let us therefore
approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL: Mark 10:17-31
P The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 10" chapter
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

17As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good Teacher,
what must I do to inherit eternal life?” *8Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God
alone. **You know the commandments: “You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not
steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.”” 2°He said to
him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” ?YJesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one
thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come,
follow me.” 2When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.

23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter
the kingdom of God!” ?*And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again,
“Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! ZIt is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 2They were greatly astounded and said to
one another, “Then who can be saved?” ?’Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not
for God; for God all things are possible.”

2Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 2®Jesus said, “Truly I tell
you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my
sake and for the sake of the good news, *®who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers
and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 3But many
who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: Take My Life, That | May Be
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1 Take my life, that I may be con - se -crat -ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - ly, for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would T with-hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - ty pow'r as thou shalt choose.
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6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.

5 Take my will and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition concludes:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
We share the peace from our pews, saying “Peace be with you.’

’



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The presiding minister continues, concluding:
P we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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pow-er and might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho -
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name of the Lord. Ho -san - na in the high - est.

The Eucharistic Prayer continues, concluding:
P to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
C Amen




LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
We come forward to receive communion at the chancel steps.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
BLESSING

L Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
C Amen



SENDING SONG: God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending

2. Skills and time are ours for press - ing toward the goals of Christ, your Son:

3. Trea-sure, too, you have en-trust - ed, gain through pow'rs your grace con-ferred,
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1. God, whose giv - ing knows no end - ing, from your rich and end - less store:
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ours to use for home and kin - dred, and to spread the gos - pel word
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na - ture's won - der, Je - sus' wis - dom, cost - ly cross, grave's shat - tered door,

all at peace in health and free - dom, rac - es joined, the church made one.
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git - ed by vyou we turn to you, of - fring up our - selves in praise;
Now di-rect our dai - ly la - bor, lest we strive for self a - lone;
O - pen wide our hands in shar - ing, as we heed Christ's age - less call,
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thank - ful song shall rise for-ev - er, gra - cious do - nor of our days.

born with tal - ents, make us ser - vants fit to an - swer at your throne.
heal - ing, teach - ing, and re-claim - ing, serv - ing you by lov - ing all.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace, loving God and loving your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

We welcome Pastor Keith Olivier as our preacher and celebrant and Nick Leitch as our guest organist this

week.



Liturgical texts reprinted by permission, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License SAS003958.

Lord of Light — text: Howell E. Lewis.; music: ABBOT’S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor. Text © Union of Welsh Independents;
music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company. Used by permission, ONE LICENSE, License #A-729546.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture readings are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright
© 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved worldwide.

Take My Life, That | May Be — text: Frances R. Havergal; music: PATMOS, William H. Havergal.

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending — text: Robert L. Edwards; music: BLAENWERN, William P. Rowlands. Text
© 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin Hope Publishing Company. Used by permission, ONE LICENSE,
License #A-729546.



