
Sunday, December 12, 2021 
11:00 A.M. 

ENTRANCE RITE 

Prelude People, Look East arr. Robert Hobby 

Welcome  
Prayer Requests 

Plain text indicates a part of the liturgy led by a worship leader. 
Bold text indicates the congregational response. 

 
Hymn numbers refer to their corresponding pages in the back of the  

cranberry-colored Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

Welco me to wo rsh ip  at St.  Mark ’ s  Luth eran Ch urch !  

 
The Advent wreath, 
which probably 
originated among 
early Lutherans in 
Germany, is a sym-
bol of waiting and 
watchfulness during 
the weeks of Advent. 
 
 
 
 
 
Standing is the 
posture of the res-
urrection. We 
stand when we 
sing hymns and for 
other parts of the 
service as an ex-
pression of resur-
rection joy. It is a 
way of proclaim-
ing that Jesus is 
powerfully alive! 
Colossians 3:14-
18  

 We stand as we are able. 

Hymn 267 Joy to the World 

Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
 Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

T he  T hi rd  Su nday  o f  A dven t  

Blessing of the Advent Wreath 
L We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath 
 that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 
 As we light the candles on this wreath, 
 strengthen our hearts 
 as we await the Lord’s coming in glory. 
C Enlighten us with your grace, 
 that we may serve our neighbors in need. 
 Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
 whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen 
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Kyrie  
 
Kyrie is the Greek 
word for “Lord.”  
The church has 
prayed this prayer 
seeking divine help 
since the 4th centu-
ry.  
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Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. 
 Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of John, 
 that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus  
 Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  
 and forever. 
C Amen 

The Prayer of the 
Day is tied to the 
overall theme of 
the scripture les-
sons or, some-
times, to the 
theme of day if it 
is a special occa-
sion in the church 
calendar.  
 
 
 
 
 
The tradition of 
reading sacred 
scripture in wor-
ship is a tie to our 
roots in Judaism. 
1 Timothy 4:13 
reminds us of the 
importance of this 
practice.  
 
The first lesson is 
normally from the 
Old Testament.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 We are seated. 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Lesson: Zephaniah 3:14-20 
L A reading from Zephaniah. 
 
 14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
  shout, O Israel! 
 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
  O daughter Jerusalem! 
 15The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, 
  he has turned away your enemies. 
 The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
  you shall fear disaster no more. 
 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
 Do not fear, O Zion; 
  do not let your hands grow weak. 
 17The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 
  a warrior who gives victory; 
 he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
  he will renew you in his love; 
 he will exult over you with loud singing 
  18as on a day of festival. 
 I will remove disaster from you, 
  so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
 19I will deal with all your oppressors 
  at that time. 
 And I will save the lame 
  and gather the outcast, 
 and I will change their shame into praise 
  and renown in all the earth. 
 20At that time I will bring you home, 
  at the time when I gather you; 
 for I will make you renowned and praised 
  among all the peoples of the earth, 
 when I restore your fortunes 
  before your eyes, says the Lord. 
 
L The word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God. 
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The second read-
ing, usually from 
the New Testa-
ment letters, bears 
the witness of the 
early church.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gospel Accla-
mation is the con-
gregation’s re-
sponse to the an-
nouncement and 
reading of the 
Holy Gospel.  It 
gives special fo-
cus to the Gospel, 
the principal and 
climactic biblical 
reading in the 
liturgy.   
 
The Liturgy of the 
Word culminates 
in the reading of 
the gospel and the 
sermon by which 
Christ comes 
among his people 
and speaks to us 
in our own con-
text. Because of 
this we stand to 
listen to the good 
news of our Lord.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 We stand. 

The Gospel: Luke 3:7-18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3rd chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to your-
selves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
  10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to them, “Whoever 
has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 
12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 
13He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked 
him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats 
or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with 
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to 
clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 
  18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.   
C Praise to you, O Christ.  

Second Lesson: Philippians 4:4-7 
L A reading from Philippians. 
 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
L The word of the Lord.    
C Thanks be to God. 

Hymn Hark, the Glad Sound! 
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Sermon Pastor James Armentrout 

 We sit. 

Hymn  Now the Heavens Start to Whisper 

 We stand as we are able and sing the hymn. 

The Prayers   
 Each petition concludes:   
 
 P Lord, in your mercy, 
 C hear our prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This hymn comple-
ments the day’s 
scripture readings 
and sermon. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We join our hearts 
in prayer as we 
pray for the 
Church, for the 
well-being of crea-
tion, for peace and 
justice, for those 
in need. 1 Timothy 
2:1-2  

Hymn Hark, the Glad Sound! 
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THE EUCHARISTIC LITURGY 
 

The Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
    
  We greet one another from our pews, saying “Peace be with you.” 
 

The Offering 

Anthem arr. Nancy Raabe Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

Much more than a 
pleasant greet-
ing—we do this to 
proclaim God’s 
promise of peace.  
2 Corinthians 
13:11  
 
 
 
Our gifts are re-
ceived and dedi-
cated to our 
Lord’s service.  
These offerings 
support the minis-
tries of this con-
gregation, the 
Virginia Synod, 
ELCA, and our 
global mission 
partners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As our gifts of 
offerings and 
tithes are brought 
forward we sing a 
canticle of thanks-
giving for God’s 
generous good-
ness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art, 
dear desire of ev'ry nation, 
joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

 

Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child, and yet a king; 
born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 
- Charles Wesley 

Offertory Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn 
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Offertory Prayer 
P Let us pray.  God of our waiting and watching, 
C we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
 to the service of all your people. 
 Prepare the way before us 
 as we meet you in this simple meal, 
 through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace  Amen 

 
 
Our prayer is 
modeled after the 
Jewish prayer of 
thanksgiving and 
dedicates the giv-
er to a steward-
ship of all life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Thanksgiving 
Dialogue begins 
the part of our 
worship called the 
Great Thanksgiv-
ing.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The dialogue and 
the Proper Pref-
ace are ancient 
parts of the wor-
ship which pro-
claim our thanks 
for the gifts of 
God in the meal. 
 
 

Thanksgiving Dialogue 

The Proper Preface 
 The presiding minister continues:  “It is indeed right …” 
 The proper preface concludes:      “we praise your name and join their unending  
                     hymn.” 
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The Sanctus ech-
oes the angels’ cry 
in Isaiah 6:3 and 
the crowds of 
Mark 11:9 as Je-
sus entered Jeru-
salem.  This re-
minds us that we 
are in the pres-
ence of a God 
identified both by 
holiness and hu-
mility.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Eucharistic 
Prayer recalls 
God’s saving acts 
throughout history 
and, particularly, 
the words and 
actions, the com-
mands and prom-
ises of Jesus at the 
last supper with 
his disciples as 
recorded in scrip-
ture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
 Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
 Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
 the Word made flesh. 
 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
P Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
  
P With this bread and cup 
 we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
 full of grace and truth. 
 We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

Sanctus 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
brings the Great 
Thanksgiving to a 
conclusion. 
Prayed here, this 
familiar and be-
loved prayer be-
comes the table-
prayer of the con-
gregation. Luke 
11:1-13; Matthew 
6:5-15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once we have all 
received the sac-
rament and re-
turned to our 
seats, we celebrate 
the personal en-
counter with the 
risen Christ 
through blessing, 
prayer, and sing-
ing.  

Post-Communion Blessing 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
 and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 

 
Post-Communion Prayer 
P Let us pray. Most High God, 
C you have come among us at this table. 
 By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
 sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
 through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. Amen 

Communion with our Risen Lord 
Welcome to Christ’s Table 

Commun i on  Di stri but i on  
  

We come forward by way of the center aisle, forming two lines to 
 receive communion in front of the chancel steps. We return  

to our pews by way of the side aisles. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   
 Amen. 

 We are seated. 

 We look with hope for his coming. 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
 Come among us. 
 Bless this meal. 
 May your Word take flesh in us. 
 Awaken your people. 
 Fill us with your light. 
 Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
 
P All praise and glory are yours, 
 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever. 
C Amen 
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Phone:   (540) 344-9051     Web:     www.stmarksroanoke.org           
E-mail:  office@stmarksroanoke.org   Facebook:  St. Mark’s Lutheran Roanoke 

1008 Franklin Road Southwest,  Roanoke,  Virginia  24016  

Ministers and Staff 
  

Ministers:  Congregation of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Secretary / Financial Administrator:  Kathy Bryant 

Organist / Choir Director:  Jacob Gordon 
Pastor: James Armentrout 

Liturgical texts reprinted by permission, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License SAS003958. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture  
 readings are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the  
 United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
Hark, the Glad Sound!—text: Philip Doddridge; music: Chesterfield, Thomas Haweis. 
Now the Heavens Start to Whisper—text: Mary Louise Bringle; music: Suo Gan, traditional Welsh tune. Text © 2006,  
 GIA Publications, Inc.. Used by permission, ONE LICENSE, License #A-729546   
Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn—text: Marty Haugen; music: Rejoice, Rejoice, Marty Haugen. Text and music © 1983,  
 GIA Publications, Inc.. Used by permission, ONE LICENSE, License #A-729546   
 

Hymn 248 People, Look East 

Dismissal 
P Go in peace loving the coming Lord and loving your neighbor. 
C Thanks be to God.  

Blessing  
P May God, who gathers us in love, 
 lead you in pathways of righteousness and justice. 
 May God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves, 
 lead you in pathways of forgiveness and freedom. 
 May God, who fills us with good things, 
 lead you in pathways of equity and abundance. 
 The blessing of Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit  
 be upon you and remain with you forever. 
 C Amen 

 
We are dismissed 
from worship 
knowing that our 
service does not 
end.  Rather, hav-
ing been in the 
presence of the 
risen Lord, we 
leave so that our 
service may truly 
begin. 


