First Sundavy of Christmas

Sunday, December 26, 2021
11:00 A M.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!

Plain text indicates a part of the liturgy led by a worship leader.
Bold text indicates the congregational response.

Hymn numbers refer to their corresponding pages in the back of the
cranberry-colored Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal.

Today’s service of Lessons & Carols draws on both familiar and unusual lessons; we hear the prophet
foretell the birth of the Savior; we hear the story of Jesus’ birth from Luke’s Gospel; from Matthew, we
hear the story of the magi; and we hear John “unfold the great mystery of the incarnation.” The fourth and
sixth lessons are perhaps less familiar, but they reflect other feast days celebrated during the twelve days
of Christmas. The fourth lesson, a continuation of Luke’s nativity story, is the Gospel reading appointed
for Name of Jesus (also called Circumcision of Jesus), celebrated on January 1, eight days after Christmas,
when Jesus was circumcised and named and brought to Jerusalem. The sixth lesson is perhaps the most
jarring for the joy we associate with the Christmas season as it recalls Matthew’s account of the slaughter
of the holy innocents by a jealous King Herod. The Holy Innocents are commemorated as martyrs on De-
cember 28. The final lesson—the Prologue to John’s Gospel—is a traditional Christmas reading (for
Christmas Day and the Second Sunday of Christmas), but it also reminds us that St. John is commemorat-
ed on December 27.

Welcome
Prelude ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime arr. Robert L. Schmidt
ENTRANCE RITE
Standing is the We stand as we are able.
posture of the res-
urrection. We Litany
stand when we P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

sing hymns and for | The light shines in the darkness,
other parts of the

Service as an ex- and the darkness has not overcome it.
pression of resur- | P Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness,
rection joy. It is a on them light has shined.
way of proclaim- We have beheld Christ's glory,
’”ng ’ehr‘;; fsgi_ ;Z , glory as of th'e only Son from thp F?lther.
e Y S To us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
18 In the Word was life,

and the life was the light of all people.
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Hymn 269 Once in Royal David’s City
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vids cit -y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is God and Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’na - bove;
we shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God’s right hand on high;
_ !l | J” | | | » ‘D_D ‘
—F% | j e q| ? 1 j .
s v ‘ . I ‘ | | I . 5 IP |
e E——— e S E—— N
. N . / | | |
6. S ey
s
Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth  our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil -dren on to the place wherehe 1is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath-er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.
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The Prayer of the
Day is tied to the
overall theme of
the scripture les-
sons or, some-
times, to the
theme of day if it
is a special occa-
sion in the church
calendar.

Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray.
Almighty God,
you have filled us with the new light of the Word
who became flesh and lived among us.
Let the light of our faith shine in all we do;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen

We are seated. The congregation remains seated until the seventh lesson.

Reception of New Member

LESSONS & CAROLS

First Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7
God promises a king.

*The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.
Y ou have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
*For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
>For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
SFor a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
"His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Voluntary Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

arr. Paul Schwartz



Second Lesson: Luke 2:1-7
The birth of Jesus.

'In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
*This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. *All went to
their own towns to be registered. *Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of Da-
vid. *He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. *While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. ’And she gave birth to
her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.

Hymn Away in a Manger
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1 A - way in a man - ger, no crib for  his bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing; the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask you stay
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the lit tle Lord Je - sus laid down his sweet head;
but lit tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing  he makes.
close by me for - ev - er and love me, I pray.
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the stars  in the  bright sky looked down where he lay,

I love you, Lord Je - sus; look down from the sky
Bless all the dear chil - dren in your ten - der care
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the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
and stay by my cra - dle till morn - ing 18 nigh.
and fit us  for heav - en, to live with you there.




Third Lesson: Luke 2:8-20
The shepherds go to see the Savior.

*In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
’Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. '°But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people: ''to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord. "“This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands
of cloth and lying in a manger." "*And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heav-
enly host, praising God and saying,

""Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us." '°So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
"When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; '*and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. '"But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. *°The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Hymn God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen
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1. God rest you mer -1y, gen -tle-men, let  noth-ing you dis - may;
2. From God our heavn -ly Fa - ther a bless -ed an - gel came,
3. "Fear not, then," said the an - gel, "Let noth-ing you af - fright;
4. Now to the Lord sing prais - es all you with-in this place,
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and with true love and char - 1 - ty cach oth - er now  em-
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how that in Beth - le - hem was born the Son of God by  name.
to free all those who trust in  him from  Sa-tan's pow'Tr and might"
- brace; this ho - ly tide of Christ-mas doth bring re - deem - ing  grace.
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Fourth Lesson: Luke 2:8-16
Jesus receives his name.

2! After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the
name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

*When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord *(as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), **and they offered a sacrifice according to what is
stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons."

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and de-
vout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. *It had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messi-
ah. *’Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 2*Simeon took him in his arms and praised
God, saying,

#"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;

%for my eyes have seen your salvation,

3lwhich you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

*2a light for revelation to the Gentiles

and for glory to your people Israel."

3 And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. **Then Sime-
on blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the rising
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed *so that the inner thoughts of many will be
revealed — and a sword will pierce your own soul too."

**There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage.

Shine all a-round us by day and by night,
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Hymn Jesus, the Light of the World
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1 Hark! the her - ald an - gels sing, Je-sus, the Light of the world;
2 Joy - ful, all you na - tions, rise; Je-sus, the Light of the world;
3 Christ,by high - est heav’n a - dored, Je-sus, the Light of the world;
4 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Je-sus, the Light of the world;
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“Glo - ry to the new-born king,” Je-sus, the Light of the world.
join  the tri-umph of the skies; Je-sus, the Light of the world.
Christ, the ev - er - last - ing Lord! Je-sus, the Light of the world.
Hail the Sun of righ-teous-ness! Je-sus, the Light of the world.

Refrain
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We’ll walk in the light, beau-ti-ful light, come where the dew-drops of mer-cy are bright.
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Je-sus, the Light of the world.



Fifth Lesson: Matthew 2:1-11
The magi follow the star.

In the time of Kin% Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, “asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we ob-
served his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." *When King Herod heard this, he
was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; “and calling together all the chief priests and scribes
of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. “They told him, "In Bethle-
hem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

% And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel."

"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star
had appeared. *Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child;
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." *When
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. '°When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. ''On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Voluntary We Three Kings arr. Janet Linker

Sixth Lesson: Matthew 2:13-18
The slaughter of the holy innocents.

PNow after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up,
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is
about to search for the child, to destroy him." '*Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother
by night, and went to Egypt, '’and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son."

'®When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and
killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the
time that he had learned from the wise men. '"Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through
the prophet Jeremiah:

18" A voice was heard in Ramah,
wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more."



Hymn In Bethlehem a Newborn Boy
Al | A
AP . I I I —< b I i | I
'\3 —— elt » # z i' i # o 2. e,
I. In Beth - le - hem a new - born  boy was
2. The sol - diers sought the child m vain: not
3. Sull rage the fires of hate to - day, and
4. Lord Je - sus, through our night of loss  shines
5. May that great love our lives con - trol and
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hailed with songs  of praise and joy. Then warn - Ing came of
yet was he to share our pain; but down the a - ges
mm - no-cents the pricc must pay, while ach - ing hearts n
out the won - der of vyour cross, the love that can - not
con - quer hate n ev' - ry soul, till, pledged to build and
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dan - ger near: King Her - od's troops would soon ap - pear.
rings the cry of those who saw their chil -dren die.
ev' -ry land  cry out "We <can - not un - der - stand!"
cease to bear  our hu - man an - guish ev' - 1y - where.
not de-stroy, we share your pain and find your joy.

We stand as we are able for the final lesson.

Seventh Lesson: John 1:1-14
The mystery of the incarnation.

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. “He was in
the beginning with God. *All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing
came into being. What has come into being *in him was life, and the life was the light of all peo-
ple. °The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 'He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. *He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to
the light. *The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

""He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. '"He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. '*But to all who re-
ceived him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, "*who were
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father's only son, full of grace and truth.



Hymn Of the Father’s Love Begotten
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1 Of the Fa - ther’s love be - got - ten ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, when the vir - gin,
3 This is he whom seers in old time chant-ed of with
4 Let the heights of heav’n a - dore him; an - gel hosts, his
5 Christ, to thee, with God the Fa - ther, and, O Ho - ly
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Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and high thanks-giv - ing
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have been, and that fu - ture years shall see,
deem - er, first re - vealed his sa - cred face,
pect - ed; let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
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ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more! A - men.



We join our hearts
in prayer as we
pray for the
Church, for the
well-being of crea-
tion, for peace and
Justice, for those
in need. 1 Timothy
2:1-2

Much more than a
pleasant greet-
ing—we do this to
proclaim God’s
promise of peace.
2 Corinthians

13:11

Our gifis are re-
ceived and dedi-
cated to our
Lord’s service.
These offerings
support the minis-
tries of this con-
gregation, the
Virginia Synod,
ELCA, and our
global mission
partners.

Collect
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Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to God’s people on earth.

Blessed are you, Prince of peace.

You rule the earth with truth and justice.

Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.
Blessed are you, Son of Mary,

You share our humanity.

Be with those we name before you today, especially ...
Have mercy on the sick, the dying,

And all who suffer this day.

Blessed are you, Son of God.

You dwell among us as the Word made flesh.

Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament

that we may bear your light to all the world. Amen

THE EUCHARISTIC LITURGY

The Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

>

We greet one another from our pews, saying “Peace be with you.’

The Offering

10




As our gifts of
offerings and
tithes are brought
forward we sing a
canticle of thanks-
giving for God’s
generous good-
ness.

Offertory Hymn

A

In the Bleak Midwinter
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1 In the bleak mid - win - ter, frost - y wind made moan,
2 Heav-en can - not hold him, nor . .. . earth sus - tain
We stand and sing stanza 3 as our gifts are brought forward.
3 What. . . can 1  give him, poor. . . . as I am?
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earth stood hard as 1 - ron, wa - ter like a stone;
heav’'n and earth shall {flee a-way when he comes to reign;
It I were a shep - herd I would bring a lamb;
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snow had fall - en, SNOW On  SNoOw, SNOW on SNOW,
in the bleak mid - win - ter a sta - ble place suf - ficed
if I were a wise . . . man I would do my  part;
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Our prayer is
modeled after the
Jewish prayer of
thanksgiving and
dedicates the giv-
er to a steward-
ship of all life.

The Thanksgiving
Dialogue begins
the part of our
worship called the
Great Thanksgiv-

ing.

The dialogue and
the Proper Pref-
ace are ancient
parts of the wor-
ship which pro-
claim our thanks
for the gifts of
God in the meal.

The Sanctus ech-
oes the angels’
cry in Isaiah 6.3
and the crowds of
Mark 11:9 as Je-
sus entered Jeru-
salem. This re-
minds us that we
are in the pres-
ence of a God
identified both by
holiness and hu-

mility.

Offertory Prayer
P Let us pray. Gracious God,
C your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth.
As we offer ourselves and these your gifts,
prepare us to receive the grace and truth
you offer at this table
and renew in us the song of your salvation,
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen

Thanksgiving Dialogue
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The Proper Preface
The presiding minister continues: “It is indeed right ...”
The proper preface concludes: ~ “we praise your name and join their unending
hymn.”
Sanctus
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Your glo-ry fills heavn and earth. Ho - san-na in the high - est!
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The Eucharistic
Prayer recalls
God’s saving acts
throughout history
and, particularly,
the words and
actions, the com-
mands and prom-
ises of Jesus at the
last supper with
his disciples as
recorded in scrip-
ture.

Eucharistic Prayer

P

C

Holy God, creator of all
and source of life.

By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people
to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.
He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
this cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us,
his death and resurrection,
we await his coming again
when all things will be restored in him.

By your Spirit bless us and this meal,
that, held and nourished by you,

we may live as your children, shining with the light of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen
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The Lord’s Prayer
brings the Great
Thanksgiving to a
conclusion.
Prayed here, this
familiar and be-
loved prayer be-
comes the table-
prayer of the con-
gregation. Luke
11:1-13; Matthew
6:5-15

Once we have all
received the sac-
rament and re-
turned to our
seats, we celebrate
the personal en-
counter with the
risen Christ
through blessing,
prayer, and sing-
ing.

L

The Lord’s Prayer

P Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen

We are seated.
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COMMUNION WITH OUR RISEN LORD
WELCOME TO CHRIST’S TABLE

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

We come forward by way of the center aisle, forming two lines to
receive communion in front of the chancel steps. We return
to our pews by way of the side aisles.

Post-Communion Blessing
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.

C Amen

Post-Communion Prayer
P Letus pray. Wondrous God,
C We thank you for Jesus,
God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine.
As we have shared this feast of love,
strengthen us to share your love with all the world.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen

Blessing

P May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you

in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with
the light of his holiness.

Amen

Amen

Amen

a va va o vAa

Amen

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth,
fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to
heaven, give you his peace and favor.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you for ever.
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Hymn 288 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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1 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ 1s  born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Chri/si\ was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he 18 in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er- more.
Calls you one and «calls you all to gainthe ev_=_er - last-ing hall
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!
Christ was born  to save! Christ was born  to save!
J/_\‘ | * ol -
m g ﬁ F : . ! Co—
y D ) : - . o P
AL 4 ! !/ . | |r) | V\ .

15



We are dismissed Dismissgl o
from worship P Go in peace, Christ is born!
knowing that our C Thanks be to God.

service does not
end. Rather, hav-
ing been in the
presence of the
risen Lord, we Postlude O Come, All Ye Faithful arr. Franklin Ashdown
leave so that our

service may truly
begin.
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