First Sunday of Christmas

Sunday, January 1, 2023
11:00 A.M.

Standing is the
posture of the
resurrection. We
stand when we
sing hymns and
for other parts of
the service as an
expression of
resurrection joy.
1t is a way of
proclaiming that
Jesus is power-
fully alive! Co-
lossians 3:14-18

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!

Plain text indicates a part of the liturgy led by a worship leader.
Bold text indicates the congregational response.

Hymn numbers refer to their corresponding pages in the back of the
cranberry-colored Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal.

Today’s service of Lessons & Carols draws on both familiar and unusual lessons; we hear the prophet
foretell the birth of the Savior; we hear the story of Jesus’ birth from Luke’s Gospel; from Matthew, we
hear the story of the magi; and we hear John “unfold the great mystery of the incarnation.” The fourth and
sixth lessons are perhaps less familiar, but they reflect other feast days celebrated during the twelve days
of Christmas. The fourth lesson, a continuation of Luke’s nativity story, is the Gospel reading appointed
for the Name of Jesus (also called the Circumcision of Jesus), celebrated on January 1, eight days after
Christmas, when Jesus was circumcised and named and brought to Jerusalem. The sixth lesson is perhaps
the most jarring for the joy we associate with the Christmas season as it recalls Matthew’s account of the
slaughter of the holy innocents by a jealous King Herod. The Holy Innocents are commemorated as mar-
tyrs on December 28. The final lesson—the Prologue to John’s Gospel—is a traditional Christmas reading
(for Christmas Day and the Second Sunday of Christmas), but it also reminds us that St. John is
commemorated on December 27.

Welcome
Prayer Requests

Prelude From Heaven Above Johann Pachelbel

ENTRANCE RITE

We stand as we are able.
Litany
P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
C The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness has not overcome it.

P Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness,
on them light has shined.

C We have beheld Christ's glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father.

To us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
In the Word was life,
and the life was the light of all people.
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Hymn 269 Once in Royal David’s City
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vids cit -y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is God and Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’na - bove;
we shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God’s right hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth  our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil -dren on to the place wherehe 1is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath-er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.
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The Prayer of
the Day is tied
to the overall
theme of the
scripture lessons
or, sometimes,
to the theme of
day if'it is a spe-
cial occasion in
the church cal-
endar.

Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray.
Almighty God,
you have filled us with the new light of the Word
who became flesh and lived among us.
Let the light of our faith shine in all we do;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen

We are seated. The congregation remains seated until the seventh lesson.

LESSONS & CAROLS

First Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7
God promises a king.

*The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.
*You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
*For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
>For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
SFor a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
"His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Voluntary Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

arr. Paul Schwartz



Second Lesson: Luke 2:1-7
The birth of Jesus.

'In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
*This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. *All went to
their own towns to be registered. *Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of Da-
vid. “He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. ®While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. "And she gave birth to
her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.

Anthem Cold December Flies Away
Cold December flies away In the hopeless time of sin
at the rose-red splendor. shadows deep had fallen.
April's crowning glory breaks All the world lay under death.
while the whole world wonders Eyes were closed in sleeping.
at the holy unseen pow'r But, when all seemed lost in night,
of the tree which bears the flow'r. came the sun whose golden light
On the blessed tree brings unending joy,
blooms the reddest flow'r. brings the endless joy
On the tree blooms the rose of our hope, highest hope,
here in love's own garden, of our hope's bright dawning,
full and strong in glory. Son belov'd of heaven.

Now the bud has come to bloom,
and the world awakens.

In the lily's purest flow'r
dwells a wondrous fragrance.
And it spreads to all the earth
from the moment of its birth;

and its beauty lives.
In the flow'r it lives,
in the flow'r, and it spreads
in its heav'nly brightness
sweet perfume delightful.

- Catalonian carol,
tr. Howard Hawhee

Third Lesson: Luke 2:8-20
The shepherds go to see the Savior.

*In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
*Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. '°But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people: ''to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord. "“This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands
of cloth and lying in a manger." "*And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heav-
enly host, praising God and saying,

“"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"



"When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us." '°So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
"When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; '*and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. '"But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. *’The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Hymn God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen
04 | . . |
yaa i i - - | I I i | i I I | =D
O e e e e e
1. God rest you mer - ry, gen -tle-men, let  noth -ing you dis - may;
2. From God our heavn -ly Fa - ther a bless -ed an - gel came,
3. "Fear not, then," said the an - gel, "Let noth-ing you af - fright;
4. Now to the Lord sing prais - es all vou with-in this place,
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to save us all from  Sa-tan's pow'r when we were gone a - stray.
how that in Beth - le - hem was born the Son of God by  name.
to free all those who trust in  him from Sa - tan's pow'r and might."
- brace; this ho - Iy  tide of Christ-mas doth bring re - deem - ing  grace.
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Fourth Lesson: Luke 2:8-16
Jesus receives his name.

21 A fter eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the
name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

**When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord *(as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), **and they offered a sacrifice according to what is
stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons."

»Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and de-
vout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. *°It had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messi-
ah. *’Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child



Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, **Simeon took him in his arms and
pralsed God, saying,
*"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
*for my eyes have seen your salvation,
Wthh you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel."

3 And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. **Then Sim-
eon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This chlld is destined for the falling and the rising
of many in Israel, and to be a 51gn that will be opposed * so that the inner thoughts of many will
be revealed — and a sword will pierce your own soul too."

%There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage.

Hymn From Heaven Above
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Choir:  "This is  the Christ, God's Son most high, who  hears your
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news to ev - Ty  home! Glad tid - ings of great joy I

sad and  bit - ter cry, who  will him - self your Sav - ior
sin - ful world is blest! You turned not from our needs a-
come to be so  small to sweet - ly sleep in  man - ger-
long - er si - lence keeps; I too must sing with joy - ful
us the Son has givn" With an - gels sing in pi - ous
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be and from all sin will  set you free."
- way; how can  our thanks such love re - pay?
- bed where low - ing cat - tle late - ly fed?
tongue the  sweet - est an - cient cra - dle - song:
mirth a glad new  year to all the earth!



Fifth Lesson: Matthew 2:1-11
The magi follow the star.

'In the time of Kin% Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, “asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we ob-
served his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." *When King Herod heard this, he
was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; “and calling together all the chief priests and scribes
of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. *They told him, "In Bethle-
hem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel."'

"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star
had appeared. ®Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child;
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." *When
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 'When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. ''On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Voluntary We Three Kings arr. Janet Linker

Sixth Lesson: Matthew 2:13-18
The slaughter of the holy innocents.

“Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up,
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is
about to search for the child, to destroy him." '*Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother
by night, and went to Egypt, '*and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son."

"When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and
killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the
time that he had learned from the wise men. '"Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through
the prophet Jeremiah:

18" A voice was heard in Ramah,

wailing and loud lamentation,

Rachel weeping for her children;

she refused to be consoled, because they are no more."



Hymn Gentle Joseph Heard a Warning
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1 Gen-tle Jo-seph heard a warn-ing from an an - gel in the night;
2 Tar-gets of a ty - rant’s ar - my, seek-ing safe -ty, flee - ing strife,

3 Give us, God, such faith and cour-age when we move from place to place,
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val - iant Mar-y, maid-en moth-er, roused from sleep, pre - pared for flight:
leav-ing house and land and kin-dred, spurred by dreams of  peace-ful life;
and to those who come a-mongus, make wus chan-nels of your grace.
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thus  the Christ-child’s fam-’ly lived out what the proph-et had fore - told,
through the des - ert of un-know-ing and the night of doubt they went,
Let us see In ev - 'ry strang-er ref-u - gees from Beth-le - hem,
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that he might be called from E - gypt as God’s peo-ple were of old.
guid-ed by God’s prom-ised pres-ence, by that trust made con - fi-dent.
help us of-fer each one wel-come and re-ceive the Christin them.

We stand as we are able for the final lesson.

Seventh Lesson: John 1:1-14
The mystery of the incarnation.

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. “He was in
the beginning with God. *All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing
came into being. What has come into being *in him was life, and the life was the light of all peo-
ple. >The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

‘There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. *He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to
the light. °The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

"°He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. '"He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. '“But to all who re-
ceived him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, "“who were
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father's only son, full of grace and truth.



Of the Father’s Love Begotten
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Much more than
a pleasant greet-
ing—we do this
to proclaim
God'’s promise
of peace.

2 Corinthians
13:11

Collect
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.

Blessed are you, Prince of peace.
You rule the earth with truth and justice.
Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.
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Blessed are you, Son of Mary,

you share our humanity.

be with those we name before you today, especially ...
C Have mercy on the sick, the dying,

and all who suffer this day.

P Blessed are you, Son of God.
you dwell among us as the Word made flesh.
C Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament
that we may bear your light to all the world. Amen

THE EUCHARISTIC LITURGY

The Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We greet one another, saying “Peace be with you.”

The Offering

10




Our gifts are
received and
dedicated to our
Lord’s service.
These offerings
support the min-
istries of this
congregation,
the Virginia
Synod, ELCA,
and our global
mission part-
ners.

As our gifts of
offerings and
tithes are
brought forward
we sing a canti-
cle of thanksgiv-
ing for God'’s
generous good-
ness.

Offertory

The choir sings stanzas 1 through 4, all stand and sing stanza 5 together.

Unto us a boy is born!
The King of all creation,
came he to a world forlorn,
the Lord of every nation.

Cradled in a stall was he
with sleepy cows and asses;
but the very beasts could see

that he all men surpasses.

Herod then with fear was filled;
"A prince," he said, "in Jewry!"
All the little boys he killed
at Bethlehem in his fury.

Now may Mary's son, who came
so long ago to love us,
lead us all with hearts aflame
unto the joys above us.

All stand and sing together:

Unto Us a Boy Is Born
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Our prayer is
modeled after
the Jewish pray-
er of thanksgiv-
ing and dedi-
cates the giver
to a stewardship

of all life.

The Thanksgiv-
ing Dialogue
begins the part
of our worship
called the Great
Thanksgiving.

The dialogue
and the Proper
Preface are an-
cient parts of the
worship which
proclaim our
thanks for the
gifts of God in
the meal.

The Sanctus
echoes the an-
gels’ cry in Isai-
ah 6:3 and the
crowds of Mark
11:9 as Jesus
entered Jerusa-
lem. This re-
minds us that we
are in the pres-
ence of a God
identified both
by holiness and
humility.

Offertory Prayer

P Let us pray. God of abundance,

C receive and bless these gifts we have offered.
Join our hearts with the song of the angels,
and gather us at your table of celebration.
Strengthen us to share with all the world
the abundance of your grace upon grace,
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
Amen

Thanksgiving Dialogue
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Proper Preface
The presiding minister continues: “It is indeed right ...”

The proper preface concludes: ~ “we praise your name and join their unending
hymn.”
Sanctus
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Your glo-ry fills heavn and earth. Ho - san-na in the high - est!
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The Eucharistic
Prayer recalls
God'’s saving
acts throughout
history and, par-
ticularly, the
words and ac-
tions, the com-
mands and
promises of Je-
sus at the last
supper with his
disciples as rec-
orded in scrip-
ture.

Eucharistic Prayer

P

C

Holy God, creator of all
and source of life.

By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people
to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.
He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
this cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us,
his death and resurrection,
we await his coming again
when all things will be restored in him.

By your Spirit bless us and this meal,
that, held and nourished by you,

we may live as your children, shining with the light of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen
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The Lord’s Pray-
er brings the
Great Thanks-
giving to a con-
clusion. Prayed
here, this famil-
iar and beloved
prayer becomes
the table-prayer
of the congrega-
tion. Luke 11:1-
13; Matthew 6:5
-15

Once we have all
received the sac-
rament and re-
turned to our
seats, we cele-
brate the person-
al encounter
with the risen
Christ through
blessing, prayer,
and singing.

L
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The Lord’s Prayer

P Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen

We are seated.
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COMMUNION WITH OUR RISEN LORD
WELCOME TO CHRIST’S TABLE

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

We come forward by way of the center aisle, forming two lines to
receive communion in front of the chancel steps. We return
to our pews by way of the side aisles.

Post-Communion Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you

and keep you in his grace.

C Amen

Post-Communion Prayer
Let us pray. God our redeemer,

you have fed us at this table

with gifts of grace, truth, and life.

As you have gathered us in joy,

send us forth as messengers of your peace.
Make us shine with the good news of your glory,
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

Blessing

P May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you

in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with
the light of his holiness.

Amen

Amen

Amen

Amen

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth,
fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to
heaven, give you his peace and favor.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you for ever.
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We are dis-
missed from
worship knowing
that our service
does not end.
Rather, having
been in the pres-
ence of the risen
Lord, we leave
so that our ser-
vice may truly
begin.

Hymn The Bells of Christmas
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All:  The bells of  Christ - mas  chime once more; the heavn - ly
All:  This world, though wide and far out - spread, could scarce - ly
Choir: Now  let us go with qu - e mind, the swad - dled
Men: Oh, join with me, m glad - ness sing, to keep  our
Women: O pa - triarchs' Joy, 0 proph - ets' Song, O Day - spring
All: Come, Je - sus, glo - rious heav'n - ly guestt and keep vyour
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guest is at the door. He comes  to carth - ly
find for you a bed.  Your cra - dle was a
babe with shep - herds find, to gaze on him  who
Christ - mas with our  king, un - til our song, from
bright, a - wait - ed long, 0 Son of Man, n-
Christ - mas in our breast; then Da - wid's  harp - strings,
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dwell - ings still with new year  gifts of peace, good will
man - ger stall no pearl nor silk nor king - ly hall.
glad - dens them, the love - liest flowr of Jes - se's stem.
lov - g souls, like rush - mg  might - vy wa - ter  rolls!
- car - natc Word, grecat Da - wvid's Son, grcat Da - wvid's Lord
hushed so long, shall swell our ju - bi - lee of song.
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Dismissal
P Go in peace, Christ is born!
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude From Heaven Above Walter Pelz
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Once in Royal David’s City — text: Cecil Frances Alexander; tune: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett.

God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen — text: English traditional carol; tune: GoD REST YOU MERRY, from Little Book of Christmas Carols,
ca. 1850.

From Heaven Above — text by Martin Luther,, tr. Lutheran Book of Worship; tune: VoM HIMMEL HOCH, attr. Matin Luther. Text © 1978
Lutheran Book of Worship, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission, ONE LICENSE, License #A-729546.

Gentle Joseph Heard a Warning — text by Carl P. Daw, Jr.; tune: PLEADING SAVIOR, J. Leavitt’s Christian Lyre, 1830. Text © 1990 by Hope
Publishing Company. Used by permission, ONE LICENSE, License #A-729546.

Of the Father’s Love Begotten — text by Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, tr. composite; tune: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, 13™ cent. Plainsong.

Unto Us a Boy Is Born — text: 15th century Latin carol, tr. Percy Dearmer; tune: PUER NOBIS NASCITUR, from Piae Cantiones, 1582, arr. by
David Willcocks.

The Bells of Christmas — text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, tr. Charles Porterfield Krauth, alt.; tune: DET KIMER NU TIL JULEFEST, Carl C. N. Balle.



