First Sunday of Christmas
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ENTRANCE RITE

We stand as we are abl e.

Standi ng|[iAsi Ity

posture CP!‘Thlee\f\)/eo l e who wal ked in darkness have se¢
resurrecitcl 7R e ght shines in the darkness,

stand whenaWg the darkness has not overcome it

sing hymns and

Iﬁ; gtersirPc?ﬂg)tsseaﬁth o dwelt in the land of deep dar ki
expressionsaf%h m | ight has _shllned.

resurrectCiWFf ihgyv e beheld Christ's glory,

It is a |lwa9l@ry as of the only Son from the Father.
procl ai min that _ ) _
Jesus ist%weru-s a child is born, to us a Son is gi\
fully alliChkh €dh-e Word was |I|ife,

| ossi alns| 3ahd4d the | ife was the | ight of all peopl e.
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vids cit -y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is God and Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’na - bove;
we shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God’s right hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth  our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil -dren on to the place wherehe 1is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath-er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.
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1 It came up-on the mid-nightclear, that glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 And you, be-neath life’s crush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing low,

4 For lo! The days are has-t'ning on, by proph-ets seen of old,
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from an - gels bend - ing near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
and still their heav’'n-ly mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - ry world.
who toil a-long the climb-ing way with pain-ful steps and slow:
when with the ev - er - cir - cling years shall come the time fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’sall - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low-ly plains they bend on hov-’ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on  the wing;
when peace shallo - wver all the earth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in sol - emn still-ness lay to hear the an gels  sing.
and ev - er o'er its ba - bel sounds the bless-ed an gels  sing.
oh, rest be-side the wea-ry road and hear the an gels  sing!
and all the world give back the song which now the an gels  sing.
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he birth of Jesus.

n those days a decree went out from Emper
This was the first registration antlwa svetn:
their own towndosepbearsgiwéertrefirom the to
to the city of David called Bethl|l ehem, bec
vi He went to be registered with Mary, to \
chiWtile they were there, the Andeshcamgay e
her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands
no place for them in the inn
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1 Love has come— a light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love is born! Come, share in the won - der. Love is God now a -
3 Love has come and nev- er will leave us! Love 1is life ev-er -
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Beth-le- hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;

last - ing and free. Love s Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love!  Born un-to

what is the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love!  Love is the

Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love!  Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.

name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el

gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!
CKANR [ SaanyyY [dzl S HYy
The shepherds go to see the Savior.
% n that region there were shepherds 1livin
Then an angel of the Lord stood before thi
they wer éButervrhéiamgel said to dtlheamm DB rDion g
good news of reatt g owou oirs adbdr nt htehipse odd e :
who is the Méghiahwlthebéoadsign for you:
of cloth and Ixndgsiuaddanmanigleer 8 was with
enly host, praising God and saying,

4Gl ory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he f
'When the angels had |l eft them and gone ir
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing tha
us'%o0 they went with haste and found Mary
'When they saw this, they made knoVam dwhad tl
heard it were amazed atBwhaMathet shepheeds
pondered the’fihien shephkeast returned, gl orif
heard and seen, as it had been told them.
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1. God rest you mer -1y, gen -tle-men, let  noth-ing you dis - may;

2. From God our heavn -ly Fa - ther a bless -ed an - gel came,

3. "Fear not, then," said the an - gel, "Let noth-ing you af - fright;

4. Now to the Lord sing prais - es all you with-in this place,
4 | |
A —y . ! —— | i I I ! >
T I e I

re - mem -ber Christ our Sa - wvior was born on Christ-mas Day,

and un - to  cer - tain shep - herds brought ti-dings of the same,

this day 1s bom a Sa - wvior of a pure vir - gin bright,

and with true love and char - 1 - ty cach oth - er now  em-
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to save us all from Sa - tan's pow'r when we were gone a - stray.

how that mm Beth - le - hem was born the Son of God by name.

to free all those who trust in  him from  Sa-tan's pow'Tr and might"
- brace; this ho - ly tide of Christ-mas doth bring re - deem - ing  grace.
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0 ti - dings of com - fort and joy, com - fort and  joy!
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0 ti - dings  of com - fort and joy!
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The magi follow the star
1"n the time of King Herod, after Jesus wa
came t o Jaesrkuisnagl,e M,Where is the child who h
served his star at its rispPWhege,n &ndc ghaeea oac
he was frightened, 4anndd aclall IJienrgu staol geent hweirt ha
scribes of the people, he inqui rTlendeyo ft otlhder
Bet hl ehem of Judea; for so it has been wri

® And you, Bet hlehem, in the | and of Jud:

are by no means | east among the rulers o

for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people I srael. "™
Then Herod secretly called for the wise n
star hadéTappeadeedent them to Bethlehem, s:
chil d; and when you have found hi m, bring
When they had heard the king, they set ou
seen at its rising, unt il i t!9%hteonp ptehde yo vsearw
star had stopped, the¥{¥brweernet eorvierrgwhteh enehdo wsi
with Mary his mother; and they knelt down
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, fr
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1 Bright and glo - rious s the sky, ra - diant are the
2 On that ho - ly  Christ-mas night through the dark - ness
3 Sa - ges from the east a - far, when they saw  this
4 Him they found in Beth - le - hem, yet he wore no
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heav - ens high where the gold - en stars are shin - ing.
beamed a light; all the stars a - bove were pal - ing,
won - drous star, went to find the king of na - tions
di - a - dem; there they saw a maid - en low - ly
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All  their rays to earth in - clin - ing beck - on us to
all their lus - ter slow - ly fail - ing as the won - drous
and to of - fer their ob - la - tions to the child, the
with  an in - fant pure and ho - ly rest - ing in  her
n H Il ]
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heav’n a - bove, beck - on us to heav’'n a - bove.
star drew nigh, as the won-drous star drew nigh.
new - born king, to the child, the new - born king.
lov - ing arms, rest - ing in  her lov - ing arms.

Guided by the star, they found
him whose praise the ages sound.
We too have a star to guide us,
which forever will provide us
with the light to find our Lord,
with the light to find our Lord.

6 And this star, as bright as day,
that will never lead astray
with its message so appealing,
18 the word of God, revealing
Christ, the way, the truth, the life,
Christ, the way, the truth, the life.



We stand as we are able for the final | esson
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The mystery of the incarnation.

Y'n the beginning was the Word, and Héewis
the beginnimigl wihtihng®sodc.ame into being throl
came into being What hihans waesmeé i if @t o amei n e
pl &.he |ight shines in the darkness, and tt
*There was a man sent fr e Gmdne valso sae wi & me
light, so that all®mi ghtmskelfi evas nhhtod e hh
t he PTihgehtt.rue 1 i ght, which enlightens ever )
'He was in the world, and the world came |
hi mHe came to what was his own, '&nud Hhios adw
ceived him, who believed in his ndimeo Wwer g
born, not of blood or of the will of the f
'!And the Word became flesh and |ived amonoc¢
father's only son, full of grace and truth
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1 Of the Fa - ther’s love be - got - ten ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, when the vir - gin,
3 This is he whom seers in old time chant-ed of with
4 Let the heights of heav’n a - dore him; an - gel hosts, his
5 Christ, to thee, with God the Fa - ther, and, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, he is Al-pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, by the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, whom the voic - es of the proph - ets
prais - es sing; pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore him
Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and high thanks-giv - ing
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he the source, the end - ing he, of the things that are, that
bore the Sav - ior of our race, and the babe, the world’sre -
prom-ised in  their faith - ful word; now he shines, the long - ex -
and ex - tol our God and King; let no tongue on earth be
and un-wea - ried prais - es be: hon - or, glo - ry, and do -
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have been, and that fu - ture years shall see,
deem - er, first re - vealed his sa - cred face,
pect - ed; let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, ev - ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, and e - ter - nal vic - to - ry
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ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more! A - men.
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i l.  An - gels from the realms of glo - ry, wing your flight o’er all the carth;
L 2. Shep-herds, m the ficld a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er vour flocks by night,
9 3. Sa - ges, leave your con-tem-pla-tions, bright-er  vi-sions beam a - far;
PaWe "stand and sing stanza 4 as our gifts are
4. Though an in - fant now we view him, he shall fill his Fa-ther's throne,
P e e e
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ve who sang cre - a-tion’s sto - rv now pro-claim Mes - si- ah’s birth.
God with us 1s now re - sid-ing; vyon-der shines the in - fant light:
scek the great de - sire of na-tions, ye have seen his na - tal star.
ga -ther all the na-tions to him; ev-'ry knee shall then bow down.
-
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Refrain
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ, the new-born King
&
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P Let us pray. God of heaven and earth,
<hfpoay-t he beginning, you have called fort]
ankeagiwh-i ch you take delight
dehe trees, the fields, and the seas sing
e Blears now these gifts, received from youl
wat dahi pwve may join the chorus of creati on
ifeo tell of your salvation from day to da
Amen
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